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     In 2005 Chris Egress com-
pleted the electrical technology 
program at the Marion County 
Technical Center and graduated 
from North Marion High School.  
Afterward he began a series of 
somewhat predictable jobs:  work 
for electrical technology instructor 
Tim Gump, McDonaldôs, Pike 
Electric, and Penn Line. 

     Then his plans for the future 
changed when he read online 
about aerial linemen.  Haverfield 
Aviation, based in Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania, was looking for 
workers to do power line work 
from a helicopter.  Chris sent 
them his resumé along with a 
picture of him on a pole hanging 
out about as far as he could.  He 
got the job and began an exciting 
adventure. 

[Continued on p. 2.] 

     For the first time, a Marion County Technical Center 
student, Ariel Eddy , won the state Skills-USA competi-
tion in cosmetology.  The event was held in Beckley on 
March 28. 

     The competitors had to create their own updo and  
use hairstyles in three pictures to cut and style manne-
quins.  Besides taking a written test, they had to demon-
strate that they could book appointments. 

     According to Ariel, ñthis competition was a great ex-
perience ... and helped me realize you can do anything 
you set your mind to.ò 

     The national competition was held in Kansas City, 
Missouri, June 24-25. 

     Ariel hopes to one day open her own spa. 

     The aerial lineman in this photo is not MCTC alumnus Chris Egress , but this is 
the work that Chris does.  Chris took this picture of a co-worker with his cell phone.  
Note:  The marker balls are used to alert aircraft of the presence of power lines.      

Ariel Eddy Earns Right to Compete Nationally 
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MCTC Alumnus...continued from first page 

     Chris says that working on high voltage 
power lines from a helicopter is easier and 
faster than going up in a bucket from the 
ground.  He feels safe because the pilots 
are very skilled, especially at hovering close 
to the wires.  Every job is carefully planned; 
if anything begins to go wrong, everyone 
stops and the situation is re-evaluated. 

     What are the working conditions of aerial 
linemen?  Chris is on a 21-day rotation, 
Sundays included; then he has ten days off.  
He wears special hooded clothing with thirty 
pounds of stainless steel woven throughout 
so that electricity flows around him rather 
than through him.  He says that working 
below a helicopter is like having a big fan 
over him the whole time.  He does ña lot of 
platforming work.ò 

     What skills are needed?  In addition to 
all that he learned to complete the electrical 
technology program, he mentioned the 
large number of formulas involved in his 
work.  He also said that a lineman has to be 
a nice person because he is ñall the time 
talking to peopleò:  For example, he often 
has to knock on a door and ask permission 
to land a helicopter in the backyard. 

     Why does Chris like being an aerial line-
man so much?  Itôs a challenge, itôs not bor-
ing, itôs not easy, he has to work hard, he 
has to work long hours, and not everyone 
can do it. 

     Chris visited the Tech Center on May 19 
to give his motivational presentation at 
10:00 a.m. and 1:00 p.m. to students in vari-
ous classes.  With his PowerPoint entitled 

     Chris Egress (second from left) and other aerial linemen crew members 
pose in front of their helicopter. 

ñFlying Highò he amazed 
the students with his ac-
complishments. 

     What advice did he 
have for high school stu-
dents?  ñItôs easy to get 
ahead in the world if you 
try hard.ò  ñIf you enjoy 
something, youôll be the 
best you can be at it.ò   

     Chris Egress , graduate of the electrical 
technology program at the Marion County 
Technical Center, used the camera in his 
cell phone to capture pictures of fellow crew 
members as they did aerial work on high 
power lines. 


