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     Last winter the Marion County 
Technical Center received word 
that it had been named a High 
Achieving Technical Center by the 
West Virginia Department of Edu-
cation.  This is the first time that 
the school has been recognized 
with this award that has existed for 
only a few years. 

     Each year technical schools 
around the nation are evaluated by 
the performance of their students 
on technical and academic assess-
ments and by placement data that 
tracks what students do after 
graduation. 

     Marion County Technical Cen-
ter classes include students  in 
grades 9 through 12 from East 
Fairmont High School, Fairmont 
Senior High School, North Marion 
High School, and Hundred High 
School in Wetzel County, as well 
as adults.  

     Community college credit can 
be earned for certain classes in 
almost every program area at the 
Tech Center through a partnership 
with Pierpont Community & Tech-
nical College of Fairmont State 

University.  The criminal justice 
program and ProStart culinary pro-
gram are articulated credit 
courses.  There are approximately 
fifty EDGE (Earn a Degree, Gradu-
ate Early) credit courses in agricul-
ture, automotive, business, com-
puters, construction, electricity,  
health, metals, and ProStart. 

     This high achieving technical 
center has high achieving students 
who compete successfully on the 
state and national levels. 

     The year 2007 was a particu-
larly good year for national com-
petitors.  One agriculture student 
was 3

rd
 in the nation in homesite 

evaluation and 7
th

 in land judging; 
the team was 5

th
 in the nation in 

homesite evaluation and 10
th
 in 

land judging.  A secondary electri-
cal technology student was 7

th
 in 

the nation in residential wiring, 
while a post-secondary student 
was 13

th
 in residential wiring.  A 

ProStart culinary team was 8
th
 in 

the nation in restaurant manage-
ment.  In the previous year another 
post-secondary student made the 
Top Twenty in the nation in indus-
trial motor controls. 

     In addition to these students, 
others have placed 1

st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 

on the state level since 2005 in 
equine judging, parliamentary pro-
cedure, DECA creed contest, retail 
merchandising, job interview, food 
marketing management, technical 
drafting, and criminal justice.  

     Tech Center students are 
taught 21

st
 Century skills to pre-

pare them to be lifelong learners 
as part of the work force or as part 
of  their formal education.                      



Electrical Technology Students  

Hold Local SkillsUSA Contest           

     A local SkillsUSA contest was 
held with electrical technology stu-
dents to determine who would repre-
sent the Marion County Technical 
Center at the state competition.      

     Electrical technology students of 
Tim Gump were judged on various 
tasks.  Students in residential wiring 
had to bend conduit and wire an 
electrical panel with several circuits 
coming from it.  Students in industrial 
motor controls had to wire a motor 
control station consisting of forward 
and reversing controls and forward 
and reversing jog controls with pilot 
lights. 

     Those who participated were 
Daniel Bartolf, James Brinegar, 
Walter Hardy, Garrett Kellar, 
James Luttenberger, and Andrew 
Sloan.  Secondary student Andrew 
Sloan was awarded first place in 
residential wiring, and post-

secondary student Daniel Bartolf 
was first in industrial motor controls.  

     Rob Conaway , Gary Spaur , and 
Ernie VanGilder served as judges.  
Numerous tools were donated for 
prizes by V & W Electric and Mose-

bach Electric . 

     Judges for the local SkillsUSA competi-
tion in electrical technology were (from left) 
Ernie VanGilder , Rob Conaway , and Gary 

Spaur . 

LOCAL WINNERS  

ELECTRICAL TECHNOLOGY  

Residential Wiring : 

Secondary:  

     1
st

 Place:  ANDREW SLOAN  

     2
nd

 Place:  JAMES LUTTENBERGER  

     3
rd

 Place:  WALTER HARDY  

     4
th

 Place:  JAMES BRINEGAR  

     5
th

 Place:  GARRETT KELLAR  

Industrial Motor Controls : 

Post -Secondary:  

     1
st

 Place:  DANIEL BARTOLF  
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     Tim Gump (center) is the adviser of Andrew Sloan (left) who won the 
silver medal in residential wiring and Daniel Bartolf who won the gold 
medal in industrial motor controls.  This is the second gold medal for Daniel 
who won last year in the post-secondary division of residential wiring. 

     MCTC Students Return from State SkillsUSA 

Competition with GOLD and SILVER Awards  

     After participating in the local SkillsUSA 
competition at the school, three Marion 
County Technical Center students traveled 
with their adviser, Tim Gump , to the West 
Virginia State SkillsUSA Competition at the 
Ben Franklin Career Center in Dunbar, the 
Carver Career Center in Charleston, and the 
DuPont Chemical Plant on April 11 and 12. 

     Secondary student Andrew Sloan com-
peted in residential wiring, while Walter 
Hardy  competed in prepared speech.  Post-
secondary student Daniel Bartolf competed 
in industrial motor controls. 

     Daniel Bartolf won the gold medal in his 
category, making him the only student of Tim 
Gump to win the gold medal in both residen-
tial wiring (2007) and industrial motor controls 
(2008).  Andrew Sloan won the silver medal 
in his category.  

BARTOLF is 11th in the NATION 

     Daniel Bartolf scored eleventh in the 
nation when he competed June 23 -27, at 
the national competition in Kansas City, 

Missouri.  


